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Betwixt and Between in the Intermediate Area 

Robert D. Drennan  I 

The great diversity in early subsistence practices and in the later development 
of complex patterns of social politica~ and economic organization is one of 
the Intermediate Area's greatest riches for comparative anthropological study. 
Archaeological research there is now in the midst of the conceptual shift 
needed to take full advantage of the opportunities offered. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It has almost always bothered specialists in the archaeology of the In- 
termediate Area that the principal defining characteristic of their culture 
area was its position between Mesoamerica and the Central Andes. Whether 
the "Intermediate Area" is a particularly useful construct for archaeological 
research or not has been debated, but it does provide some convenient rough 
geographic limits for a review of recent archaeological literature. The flow 
of archaeological information within the Intermediate Area is hampered by 
modern political, economic, and cultural frontiers. Lower Central America 
(a bit of Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama) is small; the ar- 
chaeologists who work there are few in number and share a scholarly dia- 
logue on the region (in no small measure owing to Frederick Lange's 
indefatigable organizing of meetings and compiling of collected volumes of 
papers). There is considerably less contact between Lower Central American 
specialists and those who work in Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador (vari- 
ously termed Northern South America, Northwestern South America, the 
Northern Andes, or the Andes Septentrionales). The near-impenetrable 
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Dari6n region of eastern Panama and northwestern Colombia seems, almost 
mystically, as formidable a barrier to communication in the age of air travel, 
telephone, and e-mail as it was in the age of horse-drawn transport (and 
perhaps even more formidable than it was in late prehispanic times). Co- 
lombia is large, compared to Lower Central America, and it has a large and 
vigorous archaeological community, but an extraordinary amount of archae- 
ological research conducted there is almost unknown outside the country. 
There is not as much dialogue between archaeologists working in Colombia, 
and the smaller numbers working in Venezuela and Ecuador, as there is 
between those in Lower Central America. 

Intermediate Area archaeology is also conceptually in between--be- 
tween a familiar and comfortable culture historical approach and the more 
ambitious goal of contributing to understandings of the dynamics of human 
societies. A goodly number of Intermediate Area archaeologists appear to 
have grown into the latter kinds of interests but not yet to have entirely 
grown out of the former way of framing objectives and conducting research. 
As one anonymous reviewer of this article put it, "too much archaeological 
research in the Intermediate Area (as elsewhere) has involved some test 
pits in unmapped sites in regions that have gone unsurveyed." The topics 
discussed below illustrate some aspects of this situation, although they nec- 
essarily represent a somewhat arbitrary selection enforced by space limita- 
tions. Some favorite themes have had to be omitted, as have a number of 
references. I have not included in the bibliography unpublished theses or 
conference papers, even though such works are commonly cited in the In- 
termediate Area literature. They are not generally available--I am not re- 
ferring to dissertations at universities in the United States available through 
University Microfilms--and references to them are not helpful to the 
reader of a review such as this. I have also largely omitted references to 
works prior to 1987 so as to concentrate on more recent literature. 

EARLY INHABITANTS 

Study of the initial peopling of the Americas has escaped the fierce 
regionalization of later periods. Broad reviews appear regularly, including 
some co-authored by specialists on the Intermediate Area (e.g., Ardila and 
Politis, 1989; Dillehay et al., 1992). I limit myself here to brief mention of 
some aspects of the topic of special relevance to the Intermediate Area. 
Correal (1990b) and van der Hammen (1991, 1992) review and summarize 
recent evidence on early inhabitants for Colombia as a whole, emphasizing 
climate reconstruction. They begin the sequence with hunters of megafauna 
at E1 Abra ca. 13,000 B.C. and see a shift to small animals and increased 
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plant gathering at the beginning of the Holocene. Salazar (1988a) attempts 
a similar reconstruction for Ecuador, although he recognizes the need to 
lean heavily on data from Colombia and Peru because the Ecuadorean data 
are so sparse. 

The Intermediate Area's position as a funnel through which the ear- 
liest inhabitants of South America passed is inescapable (e.g., Gnecco and 
Illera, 1989a). One implication of this concerns the dependence of Late 
Pleistocene peoples on big-game hunting. Pollen, phytoliths, and carbon 
from lakebed sediments in Panama (Piperno et al., 1990, 1991a) suggest 
that Panama was heavily forested in the Late Pleistocene. If so, then the 
first entrants into South America must have adapted strongly to tropical 
forest resources (contra Bailey et al., 1989) rather than relying primarily on 
the megafauna of open savannah environments. The diverse and patchy 
tropical forest environment would lend itself to considerable subsistence 
and social flexibility, perhaps preparing early migrants for rapid movement 
throughout South America. 

Direct archaeological evidence of the earliest inhabitants is no more 
abundant in the Intermediate Area than elsewhere. Out-of-context North 
American Clovis points overlap with South American fishtail points in the 
Intermediate area between ca. 9500 and 7000 B.C. (Ranere and Cooke, 
1991). The Proyecto Santa Marfa has tested three paleoindian sites in the 
Panamanian Isthmus (Ranere and Cook, 1991); a radiocarbon date of 8490 
+ 650 B.C. is associated with a Clovis-like assemblage at Corono rockshelter 
(Ranere, 1992). 

Various voices across the Intermediate Area have raised strong chal- 
lenges to what is seen as an obsession with big-game hunting in paleoindian 
studies resulting from perceptions molded principally by early discoveries 
in the North American plains and subsequently extended to South America, 
with insufficient attention to South American environmental or archae- 
ological data (e.g., Dillehay et aL, 1992). Ardila (1991, 1992) emphasizes 
the diversity of environments in which late Pleistocene hunter-gatherers are 
known to have lived in northern South America, suggesting not only an 
array of different adaptations by different groups, but probably consider- 
able subsistence flexibility during the course of the year for even a single 
group. He sees this reflected in the diversity of lithic assemblages in late 
Pleistocene/early Holocene sites in Venezuela and Colombia. Gnecco and 
Illera (1989a, b) sound a very similar note in concluding that the adaptation 
of the inhabitants of La Elvira near the Pleistocene/Holocene transition 
was probably to a subandean forest zone and likely quite different from 
that of Colombia's better-known paleoindian sites in the Andean Cordillera 
Oriental (Fig. 1). Gnecco and Salgado (1989) see considerable variety in 
adaptations among sites even within the middle to upper Cauca Valley 
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Fig. 1. Map of the Intermediate Area. 

where La Elvira is located. And Gnecco (1990) summarizes evidence for 
South America broadly, arguing that early inhabitants had adapted suc- 
cessfully to such a wide range of environments that tropical forest in Pan- 
ama unpenetrated by a savannah corridor would have been no barrier to 
the movement of Late Pleistocene hunter-gatherers into South America. 

HUNTERS, GATHERERS, AND CULTIVATORS 

Moving into the Archaic, Stothert and Quilter (1991, p. 44) also see 
"considerable regional variations and . . . divergent patterns of develop- 
ment" during the period between 7000 and 3000 B.C. for the Andean re- 
gion from Ecuador southward. In coastal southern Ecuador, the Las Vegas 
Culture (Stothert, 1988) begins at 8000 B.C. and ends at 4600 B.C. (divided 
into early and late at 6000 B.C.). Although shell is abundant on Las Vegas 
sites, they are not truly shell middens; faunal remains indicate that, overall, 
some 54% of the calories from meat came from terrestrial mammals, 35% 
from fish (primarily coastal and estuary species), and 11% from shellfish. 
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Terrestrial mammals seem only slightly more important in early Las Vegas; 
fish and shellfish, in late Las Vegas. Gourd remains date from 8000 B.C., 
cucurbit phytoliths from 6000 B.C., and maize phytoliths from at least 5000 
B.C. There are skeletal remains of some 200 Las Vegas individuals, but 
isotopic analysis has not conclusively determined the importance of various 
foods in the diet. Reasonably good health status and life expectancy, how- 
ever, are indicated--at least when compared to later agricultural popula- 
tions in the same area- -so  Stothert  concludes that this successful 
adaptation remained fairly stable for some 4000 years. Houses were small 
circular structures, less than 2 m in diameter, built relatively quickly to 
endure for perhaps a few seasons--similar to contemporaneous evidence 
from coastal Peru and Chile (Malpass and Stothert, 1992). 

Colombia's Andean Cordillera Oriental (Fig. 1) continues to be espe- 
cially productive of evidence of preceramic occupations. At the open-air 
site of Checua (2600 m above sea level north of Bogota), four occupations 
span the period between 6500 and 1000 B.C. (Groot, 1992). Faunal remains 
indicate deer as the major source of meat, although guinea pig increased 
in frequency through time. The third occupation (ca. 3000 B.C.) left re- 
mains of a circular structure about 3.5 m in diameter. Deer hunting was 
also a major activity at higher elevations north of Bogotfi, as indicated by 
a group o f  rockshelter occupations in the p~ramo at an elevation of 3350 
m at Neusa (Rivera, 1992). One radiocarbon date for these earliest short- 
term occupations was as old as 6420 + 90 B.C. By ca. 4000 B.C. longer-term 
occupations occurred that relied much more heavily on plant collecting and 
on more diversified hunting patterns. South of Bogota, at 2850 m above 
sea level, the site of Aguazuque was occupied by about 3000 B.C. by people 
whose round structures 2.0 to 3.5 m in diameter were built of small posts 
leaning inward (Correal, 1990a). Once again, faunal remains point to deer 
as the most important source of meat, with ~maller amounts of guinea pig 
and other species. There were single and multiple burials, including one 
individual whose head had been removed. Isotopic analysis of human skele- 
tal remains from Tequendama and Aguazuque suggests a gradual shift from 
mixed hunting and gathering to a much heavier emphasis on plant collect- 
ing between 5000 and 1500 B.C. (van der Hammen, Correal; van Klinken, 
1990). 

Growing Importance of Cultivation in Panama 

The appearance in many parts of the Intermediate Area of evidence 
for plant cultivation at a much earlier date than thought possible until quite 
recently has made it extremely difficult to separate discussion of the sup- 
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posed hunter-gatherers of the Archaic from the supposed cultivators of the 
Formative (as the 8000 B.C. evidence for cultivated plants from Las Vegas 
sites makes dear). 

Perhaps the most abundant evidence, and that published in greatest 
detail, is from central Panama (Cooke, 1992; Cooke and Ranere, 1992b, 
c; Piperno, 1989; Piperno et aL, 1990, 1991b; Ranere, 1992). Small numbers 
of grinding implements in the lithic assemblages of occupations between 
8000 and 5000 B.C. suggest an increasing emphasis on plant foods. Pollen 
cores from lakebed sediments include small amounts of carbon interpreted 
as the result of burning forest vegetation from about 9000 B.C. Ranere 
(1992, p. 29) attributes this to human disturbance of the vegetation, but 
"localized around widely dispersed campsites." Maize pollen and phytoliths 
appear at the rockshelter site of Cueva de los Ladrones at 5000 B.C. and 
maize phytoliths at SE-149 (another rockshelter) at 5100 B.C. The quantity 
of carbon in the lakebed sediments increased ca. 4800 B.C., and this is 
argued to indicate human activity in creating a more open environment 
through slashing and burning for cultivation on a modest scale [although 
Ranere (1992) suggests burning may have been more important than slash- 
ing since celts or other potential tools for tree felling are rare]. Many more 
sites are known for the period after 5000 B.C., and they represent larger, 
denser occupations. A skillfully produced bifacial lithic industry was re- 
placed by much simpler implements, including more milling stones than 
before. The occupants of Cerro Mangote began to exploit the adjacent es- 
tuarine fauna intensively. 

At 2000 B.C., a sharp decline in pollen of forest taxa in the lakebed 
sediments coupled with an increase in grass phytoliths with evidence of 
burning is cited as evidence for a shortening of fallow periods and much 
more substantial forest clearance. The number of known sites continued 
to increase, suggesting substantial population growth, which would be con- 
sistent with this interpretation of the environmental evidence. This is also 
the period when ceramics appeared at Monagrillo. 

After 1000 B.C., several large, fully sedentary village sites appeared 
along the alluvial banks of coastal rivers (sedentary occupation at La Mula- 
Sarigua began by 870 B.C., Monagrillo had an occupation of 3.1 ha, and 
Sitio Serra covered 45 ha by about 200 B.C.). Celts, manos, and metates 
were common artifacts in these villages, and the environmental evidence 
is interpreted to indicate that populations were creating substantial "agri- 
cultural pressure primarily on a landscape of anthropogenic savannah" 
(Piperno et al., 1991b, p. 245). Sitio Serra's macrobotanical remains were 
predominantly maize, and human skeletal remains from both Sitio Serra 
and La Mula-Sarigua have t3C values consistent with maize as a major 
staple. By 200 B.C. forest destruction appeared to have been widespread 
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from Panama's western border to the Canal area in the center of the coun- 
try, although this did not occur on the Atlantic slopes until later. 

The evidence from Panama makes it abundantly clear that major trans- 
formations of subsistence and settlement systems had a dynamic of their 
own independent of the "arrival" of particular domesticates. The sequence 
for Panama, as currently described, is most congenial to the view that maize 
was incorporated into subsistence systems indigenous to the region by the 
inhabitants already present, although Cooke (1992) holds out at least for 
evidence that maize did not arrive with a wave of new migrants. Fully sed- 
entary villages, however, with subsistence systems in which maize farming 
dominated were not established until more than 4000 years after maize's 
cultivation can first be documented in central Panama. At the same time, 
while maize cultivation was dearly far less important at first than it became 
later on, Piperno et al. (1991b, p. 244) argue against interpreting the period 
following 5000 B.C. as one in which small amounts of maize were just 
added as supplements to an '9~rchaic" foraging way of life. They see the 
landscape modification indicated in the pollen record as too extensive to 
be consistent with such a scenario. Thus they reject characterizations like 
'~krchaic horticulturalists, incipient agriculturalists, or foraging farmers" for 
these people. 

Piperno (1989) imagines that a growing reliance on slash and burn 
cultivation, beginning at 5000 B.C., involved maize and quite probably a 
variety of other cultivars (both indigenous to central Panama and brought 
already domesticated from other regions). Cooke (1992) is also cautious 
about overemphasizing the role of maize in this transformation, pointing 
out that it is especially visible in the archaeological record compared with, 
for example, a variety of tubers that might have been collected and/or cul- 
tivated. Palms and other tree fruits may have been a central element in 
subsistence systems from 5000 to 1000 B.C. "Considerable variation in sub- 
sistence practices probably existed, with economic reciprocity between fora- 
gers and farmers occurring that may have further raised the carrying 
capacity of the region. Local groups no doubt engaged to varying degrees 
in each economic strategy from one year to the next. Hence the charac- 
terization of economies as either agricultural or hunting-gathering during 
this period probably has little meaning" (Piperno, 1989, p. 548). 

For Piperno, the attractiveness of cultivation lay in its contribution to 
subsistence security. Prehistoric foragers in Panama depended on "wild re- 
sources, especially plant carbohydrates, [that] were severely limited, unsta- 
ble, and unpredictable, making life as a forager tenuous and highly mobile. 
It is suggested that the initial domestication of indigenous plants and ac- 
ceptance of introduced cultivars represented a low-cost strategy to buffer 
resource variation and unpredictability" (Piperno, 1989, p. 539). Since many 
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of the tropical forest wild plants most useful to humans produce more 
abundantly during the early stages of succession as cleared forest regener- 
ates, early forest clearance for cultivation also enhanced the productivity 
of the wild species that recolonized the garden plots. 

Such increases in the productivity and security of subsistence are seen 
as fostering population growth; Cooke and Ranere (1992b, c; Ranere, 1992) 
offer population growth as the major force behind the emergence of full- 
blown village agriculture, seeing the period prior to 1000 B.C. as one of 
gradual filling in of most of western and central Panama, with groups re- 
lying on very extensive subsistence strategies mixing diverse farming, col- 
lecting, and hunting practices in a variety of ways as described by Piperno. 
By soon after 1000 B.C., this infilling was largely completed, and continued 
population growth required the development of more intensive practices 
capable of producing higher yields per unit area. In these circumstances, 
much more intensive floodplain agriculture focused heavily on maize was 
an attractive option, and so, by about 200 B.C., the pattern of large, per- 
manent, maize-farming, floodplain villages crystallized right across western 
and central Panama. Cook (1988) suggests that coastal fishing may not have 
played the important role in the transition to sedentism sometimes attrib- 
uted to it. Remains at several sites indicate to him that intensive, efficient, 
and specialized fishing developed only in the context of truly agricultural 
subsistence systems, rather than as a precursor to them. 

Cultivators in Other Regions 

Although no other sequence of transition from hunting and gathering 
to full-blown agriculture in the Intermediate Area is as completely or com- 
prehensively documented as that in Panama, there have been numerous 
recent additions to our knowledge. 

The beginning of sedentary agricultural life is placed at 2000 B.C. in 
the Arenal region of northern Costa Rica (Bradley, 1994; Hoopes, 1991, 
1994b; Sheets et aL, 1991). (This date is based on calibrated radiocarbon 
dates, however, which, for this period, are contemporaneous with uncali- 
brated dates several hundred years later. Most other authors cited here 
have not calibrated their dates.) Round house floors 5 to 8 m in diameter, 
nicely preserved under volcanic ashfall, with post holes from adjacent 
smaller structures are taken to indicate sedentism. Maize was present by 
this time, although carbon isotope analysis of human skeletal remains sug- 
gests it was not a major staple until the first few centuries A.D. This fact, 
together with the 5000 B.C. dates for maize in Panama, suggests to Hoopes 
that maize was distributed through Central America in relatwely primitive 
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form, rather than arriving with a wave of immigrating fully agricultural peo- 
ple. It was with these sedentary, apparently "horticultural," villages that 
the earliest pottery of Costa Rica put in its appearance--the Tronadora 
complex of finely made elaborate vessels. Corrales (1990) defines a pre-300 
B.C. occupation of pottery-making cultivators in the Diqufs Valley of south- 
ern Costa Rica. He uses small lithic chips (possibly for manioc graters) 
and ceramic budares as evidence to suggest that cultivation was focused on 
manioc rather than maize. 

In Colombia's Cordillera Oriental, the occupation at Aguazuque (Cor- 
real, 1990a) continued. Carbonized remains of cultivars (Oxalis tuberosa and 
Cucurbita pepo) occurred soon after 2000 B.C., as did a collective burial 
with 23 individuals (of varying ages, both male and female) arranged in a 
circle. A round house some 6 m in diameter appeared at around 700 B.C. 
Carbon isotope analysis suggests that the importance of maize in the diet 
increased considerably about 1500 B.C. and that it became a major staple 
after 1000 B.C. (van der Hammen et al., 1990), but the artifact assemblage 
is still without ceramics at 700 B.C. 

Pearsall and Piperno (1990) reexamine and reaffirm the maize phy- 
tolith evidence for Las Vegas and Real Alto, placing maize on the south 
coast of Ecuador by 5000 B.C. At Real Alto beginning before 3000 B.C. 
there were maize phytoliths, manos, and metates in the artifact assemblage, 
and representations of maize on ceramics (Pearsall, 1988b). PearsaU esti- 
mates maize and manioc yields for a catchment radius of 5 km around 
Real Alto and concludes that 1500 to 3000 people could be supported in 
this catchment by agriculture focused on maize as the major staple. This 
is approximately the population that has been estimated for the site, and 
thus her estimate might give comfort to those who see sedentary Valdivia 
period agriculturists filling in the coastal zone to carrying capacity. PearsaU 
points out, though, that agriculture focused on manioc in the same catch- 
ment could support 5600 to 12,500 people, and a combination of maize 
and manioc cultivation with exploitation of wild species would be able to 
support many more. It is the latter kind of mixed subsistence strategy that 
Pearsall argues for--one with considerable seasonal variation and cultivars 
making a real contribution [as indicated by the botanical remains and in- 
land settlement orientation to productive agricultural soils (cf. Damp, 1988; 
Raymond, 1988; Stothert, 1992)] but with gathering of many wild species 
continuing to be very important as well. If this were the case, then popu- 
lation pressure would seem to have had little to do with settlement dispersal 
along the coast in late Valdivia and Machalilla times. 

Reviewing the evidence from phytoliths and plant macroremains at a 
number of Formative sites in Ecuador, Pearsall (1988a, 1992) does not see 
a monolithic shift from hunting and gathering to agriculture with the be- 
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ginnings of maize cultivation but, rather, much subsistence variation from 
one site to another. In Early Formative times (Valdivia, 3200-1600 B.C.), 
maize was present at most sites but remains of other species are more abun- 
dant (despite the fact that maize is considerably more visible archaeologi- 
cally than many other species). In Middle Formative times (Machalilla, 
1600-1000 B.C.) maize was common enough at some sites to suggest fairly 
heavy reliance on it but much rarer at others. A certain variety in subsis- 
tence, then, seems to persist into times when maize agriculture was well 
established in the region• Pearsall points out that root crops are very poorly 
evidenced archaeologically, so the exact relationship between maize culti- 
vation and root crops is difficult to document. Stothert (1992) also stresses 
that, not only did Formative Ecuadorean subsistence not focus heavily on 
maize, but also it did not focus strongly on maritime resources as was ap- 
parently the case farther south along the northern coast of Peru. Pearsall 
(1992) does not see the beginning of "fully agricultural subsistence" on the 
Ecuadorean coast until 500 B.C., by which time complexes of raised fields 
were being constructed in several localities. This closer reading of the sub- 
sistence evidence, independent of other kinds of information, represents a 
revision of the view that Valdivia communities were agricultural from the 
initial appearance of pottery-making villages (Marcos, 1988b, 1992). 

Maize, then, is seen as present but of minimal importance throughout 
Ecuador [including the Amazon Basin (Piperno, 1990)] by 5000 B.C., play- 
ing varied roles in different agricultural complexes in different zones for 
thousands of years before subsistence strategies anywhere came to rely 
heavily on it. As Hastorf (1994) points out, this reconstruction substantially 
undermines a traditional approach to agricultural origins in South Amer- 
i c a - t h e  approach that assumes that the mere availability of cultivated 
maize will spark major changes in subsistence and social organization. The 
momentum of this (often implicit) assumption is such that a certain amount 
of research on early agriculture continues to focus largely on the spatial 
patterning of the earliest dates for different cultivars, especially maize, with- 
out really attempting to deal with the subsistence dynamics of any region 
(Hawkes, 1989; Heiser, 1989; Pickersgill, 1989; Smith, 1988). The botany 
of the domestication and further evolution of maize and other cultivars has 
continued to be a subject of considerable interest (Bonavia and Grobman, 
1989; Wilkes, 1989), although the recognition of maize's antiquity in the 
Intermediate Area and its relative unimportance to people for so long tum 
the theoretical spotlight more toward the dynamics of changing subsistence 
systems. PearsaU (1994, pp: 271-272) summarizes a current view thus: 

• . . Maize, being a foreign crop introduced into existing foraging/horticultural  
systems, underwent  a long period of low utilization as a vegetable or  curiosity. Its 
t ransformation into a productive carbohydrate source needs to be modeled  on  a 
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regional basis, i.e., what specific crops did it replace or supplement, how productive 
were they, what landscape modification did maize agriculture require, and what 
political and/or social forces underlay the cropping transformation? The apparent 
late dietary importance of maize . . .  suggests that indigenous subsistence systems 
based on cultivation of tubers and use of wild plant and animal resources sustained 
cultural development in South America for many millennia. 

Sanoja (1989, p. 525) has expressed a parallel view with a different vocabu- 
lary: 

Our position is that it is internal social causes which bring about the abandonment 
of the hunter-gatherer methods of wild-food procurement, and external social 
causes which determine the conditions under which the process occurs. Using these 
assumptions as a starting point, archaeological investigation should first clarify the 
social contexts in which changes in the uses of labour, the land, and the whole 
environment  are produced. Otherwise, the analysis of the development  of 
agriculture becomes little more than a history of cultivated plants, instead of a 
history of human labour. 

EARLY POTTERY 

A rather different perspective on this same period has its strongest 
expression in the Caribbean coastal plain of Colombia, where attention has 
been on ceramics more than subsistence. Prospecting and testing have con- 
tinued to add to the well-known inventory of sites with ceramics at ex- 
tremely early dates. Simple ceramic forms with very elaborate decoration 
and both fiber and sand temper are dated to 3270 + 90 B.C. at Puerto 
Chacho (Legros, 1989; Legros et aL, 1988; Rodr/guez, 1988). Fish and shell- 
fish remains are common; terrestrial animal remains, present but rare. 
There is no evidence of cultivars, but botanical remains are very poorly 
preserved. The site is interpreted as a seasonal occupation, possibly for 
specialized exploitation of fish and shellfish as part of a broader adaptation 
to the Caribbean coastal zone. 

Slightly farther from the coast, San Jacinto 1 has produced dates of 
3990 + 60 B.C., 3750 + 430 B.C., and 3715 + 75 B.C. for fiber-tempered 
ceramics, also with elaborate decoration (Oyuela-Caycedo, 1987; Raymond 
et aL, 1994). This site, too, was reoccupied a number of times, apparently 
on a seasonal basis. Although it remains unclear exactly what subsistence 
resources may have attracted early inhabitants of the coastal plain to this 
location, shellfish were considerably less important than they were at some 
other early sites in the region. The later site of San Jacinto 2 (2615 + 80 
B.C. and 1555 + 85 B.C.) is taken to be a sedentary occupation. 

In a comparison of early pottery in Colombia's Caribbean coastal plain 
to Valdivia pottery of coastal Ecuador, Raymond et al. (1994) conclude that, 
while there are similarities of decorative motifs, there are also numerous 
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technological differences in paste, temper, vessel construction, and firing. 
They advocate independent invention rather than diffusion and try to focus 
attention on "the technological, social, and economic contexts of ceramic 
production . . . .  which we believe will eventually tell us more about why 
pottery came into being" (Raymond et aL, 1994, p. 34). The relationship 
among plant cultivation, sedentism, and ceramics is seen as a subject for 
investigation rather than to be assumed (as, for example, in using the pres- 
ence of pottery as an indication of sedentism). There seems to be consid- 
erable variation in this relationship (Hoopes, 1988, 1992b, 1994a). The early 
ceramics of the Arenal region of Costa Rica (Hoopes, 1991, 1994b; Sheets, 
1994; Sheets et al., 1991) appear in tandem with sedentary agricultural vil- 
lage life (that is, with substantial reliance on domesticates, although maize 
does not appear to have become the major staple until later). In central 
Panama, ceramics first appeared long after the date at which cultivation 
now seems to have begun but well before full sedentism or heavy reliance 
on plant cultivation. On Colombia's Caribbean coast, the earliest ceramics 
seem to have occurred in a context of relatively mobile mixed hunting and 
gathering and not of sedentary shellfishing as once thought by some. At 
the southern extremity of the Intermediate Area, the context of Valdivia 
ceramics seems more like that of the Arenal region of the extreme north-- 
settlement was evidently sedentary and plant cultivation made a significant 
contribution to the diet at some sites at least. In numerous other regions 
in the Intermediate Area, of course, ceramics did not put in an appearance 
at all until after 1000 B.C.--in some cases long after. 

In sum, if we needed further evidence to reject the glib assumption 
that ceramics, sedentism, and agriculture always relate to each other in the 
same way, the Intermediate Area provides it. The presence or absence of 
ceramics cannot be used as a shortcut to conclusions about either sedentism 
or cultivation. The relationships clearly must be investigated utilizing ap- 
propriate, independent, direct evidence of subsistence practices and resi- 
dence patterns. This can be accomplished only by continuing to turn 
attention away from generalized "Formative" patterns and focusing more 
closely on the dynamics of these aspects of human societies at a much 
smaller regional scale (Hoopes, 1988). 

COMPLEX SOCIAL PATTERNS 

Chiefdoms 

Archaeologists interested in the complex social patterns that developed 
in many parts of the Intermediate Area following the establishment of sed- 
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entary agricultural villages have long been drawn to the notion of chief- 
doms. Spanish Conquest period accounts of the caciques and cacicazgos of 
Panama, the Muisca area in the Andean Cordillera Oriental of Colombia, 
and Colombia's Cauca Valley (Fig. 1) are especially vivid and have always 
had a strong impact on archaeological reconstructions of Intermediate Area 
social organization. Recent attention to this ethnohistoric record has placed 
particular emphasis on the competitive aspects of Intermediate Area chief- 
doms (Fowler, 1992). Chiefs are seen as preoccupied with status competi- 
tion through such means as the acquisition and display of luxury goods 
from afar (Helms, 1987, 1992a, b, 1994) or the accumulation of the pre- 
served remains of their predecessors (C~irdenas, 1990a, b; Langebaek 
1992a). Chiefs were frequently, if not continually, at war with each other 
(Carneiro, 1990, 1991; Redmond, 1994a, b). These documentary accounts 
can illuminate the archaeological record, although the presence of a rich 
ethnohistoric record carries with it the risk that it may simply be substituted 
for careful archaeological reconstruction of prehistoric social patterns, 
thereby creating a false sense of knowledge and defeating any attempt at 
empirical investigation of the dynamics of the development of these socie- 
ties (Langebaek, 1991a; Mora, 1990). 

Perhaps the longest-running attention to the notion of chiefdoms in 
the archaeology of the Intermediate Area is the Social Archaeology ap- 
proach (Fonseca, 1988; Molina, 1988; Sanoja, 1988; Vargas, 1988). As ap- 
plied to Venezuela, this approach sees the "Hierarchical Chiefly Way of 
Life" as the fourth in a series of stages beginning with the simplest agri- 
cultural societies (Vargas, 1990). Although the four stages are seen as nec- 
essary, there is considerable variety in the timing of their appearance in 
different regions, with some regions remaining in the first and simplest 
stage right up to the Spanish Conquest. Attention is directed strongly to 
the causes of the social transformations represented by the four stages (Var- 
gas, 1989). The interplay between maize and manioc cultivation is of pivotal 
importance, with the transition to maize as a major staple firmly associated 
with the emergence of social hierarchy. Such hierarchies are said to emerge 
in northwestern Venezuela about 1 A.D. as a consequence of the introduc- 
tion of maize and new social forms from the Colombian Andes (Sanoja 
and Vargas, 1987; Toledo and Molina, 1987; Vargas, 1990). In Costa Rica 
much the same transformation is seen to occur as well, although at some- 
what different times in different regions, with the establishment of maize 
as a major staple and consequent surplus production (Hurtado, 1988; Fon- 
seca, 1992). The development of chiefdoms in Ecuador also has been syn- 
thesized in similar terms (Marcos, 1988a; Moreno, 1988). 

Following in a tradition pioneered for Central America by Creamer 
and Haas (1985), some scholars have made a list of characteristics of chief- 
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doms or ranked societies the central organizing notion for the sequences 
they have worked with. Using such an approach Snarskis (1987, 1992) iden- 
tities the moment of chiefdom emergence as 1 A.D. in eastern and central 
Costa Rica, based on an increase in the number and size of villages, pos- 
sible public architecture, and the presence of elaborate burial offerings. 
Alcina (1988) takes a similar trait-list approach with an emphasis on re- 
distribution to four north Ecuadorean societies; initial chiefdom develop- 
ment came with the shift from sweet to bitter manioc, and the subsequent 
shift to maize-based agriculture spurred the process further along. Snarskis 
and Alcina are thus in substantial agreement with the Social Archaeologists 
about the forces behind chiefdom development, although the vocabulary is 
different. 

Spencer and Redmond (1992; Redmond, 1994a, b; Redmond and 
Spencer, 1990, 1994; Spencer, 1991, 1993, 1994), using their work in the 
western Venezuelan Llanos (Fig. 1) as a springboard, show a similar con- 
cern with the chiefdom as a particular societal type, qualitatively different 
from what precedes it, and a similar focus on the processes of the emer- 
gence of this distinctive pattern of social organization. The approach to 
these processes, however, is strongly evolutionary and grounded in the dy- 
namic of competition between chiefs or aspiring chiefs for ascendancy that 
is so evident in the ethnohistoric sources. They see the critical element in 
the establishment of a chiefdom to be the means by which a chief tran- 
scends the temporary nature of leadership characteristic of "big man" so- 
cieties and converts his position into a permanently institutionalized and 
hereditary one. Providing for stable and permanent mobilization of surplus 
food production inside the chiefly domain is necessary, but Spencer and 
Redmond do not link this to particular crops. Controlling and manipulating 
access to luxury goods originating outside the chiefly domain is another 
essential element. And warfare as a means of subjugating neighboring 
chiefs and their polities is required for further aggrandizement. Stemper's 
(1987, 1988, 1993) approach to chiefdom development on Ecuador's south- 
ern coast similarly relies on combining control of local agricultural produc- 
tion with control of external exchange as the major source of luxury goods. 
For Langebaek (1987a, 1991b, 1992b; Lleras and Langebaek, 1987), mobi- 
lizing surplus in local agricultural production also supports chiefly authority 
in the Muisca area, but he sees the use of that surplus in acquiring raw 
materials from neighboring groups for the manufacture at home of luxury 
items as the complement rather than the acquisition of luxury goods im- 
ported from longer distances. 

The notion of the chiefdom also has been used more loosely, not to 
indicate precise organizational features or archaeological correlates, but 
simply to designate societies that are larger in scale and more complex 
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than autonomous egalitarian villages but not so large or so hierarchical as 
the states of the Mesoamerican Classic or Central Andean Middle Horizon 
(Drennan, 1991a, b; Drennan and Uribe, 1987). In such an approach, the 
notion of chiefdom loses its precision as an analytical tool and serves, not 
as a conclusion about what a society was like, but instead as a starting 
point to the investigation of the highly varied set of societies included. The 
variation this approach encourages us to observe between chiefdoms within 
the Intermediate Area and beyond it is not only in terms of greater and 
lesser degrees of complexity or hierarchy but also in terms of qualitatively 
different patterns of organization at similar scales and levels of complexity 
(Drennan, 1991b, 1993). The demographic patterns of sociopolitical cen- 
tralization, for example, are varied, as are the patterns of population growth 
and pressure (Drennan, 1987; Drennan et aL, 1989, 1991). While control 
over prime agricultural resources and local mobilization of surplus food 
production may be a key to the emergence of chiefs in some regions, it 
does not seem universal (Drennan and Quattrin, 1995). Use of imported 
luxury goods by elites, while highly conspicuous in some Intermediate Area 
chiefdoms, is conspicuously absent from others (Drennan, 1991b, 1995). 
Shifts in the basis of chiefly power may occur even during the sequence of 
development in a single region (Drennan, 1995; Llanos, 1990; Uribe, 1988). 
And instead of merely being able to find archaeological examples of kinds 
of societies known and typologized ethnographically, the archaeologist 
might encounter variations unknown in the ethnographic record (Drennan, 
1992). Viewed through this lens, the Intermediate Area becomes a richly 
varied patchwork of societal differences amenable to empirical study, with 
the objective of delineating the factors that condition those differences (see 
also Hoopes, 1992b). 

Comparisons between Intermediate Area chiefdoms and Mesoameri- 
can or Central Andean chiefdoms from this perspective have suggested that 
societies in these regions were on different developmental tracks from very 
early on, and that the key to the old question of why states developed in 
Mesoamerica and the Central Andes but not in the Intermediate Area may 
lie, not in conceiving Intermediate Area sequences as somehow "truncated" 
(Lange, 1992b, p. 439), but rather in attention to the causes of the earlier 
societal divergences (Drennan, 1991a, b; Hoopes, 1992b; Stothert, 1992). 

Just such observations have led Hoopes (1992b, p. 73) to identify '~¢ari- 
ability [as] a major hallmark of the Intermediate Area" and to wonder 
whether "a concentration on the identification of the emergence of 'chief- 
doms' and centralized a u t h o r i t y . . ,  may well be inappropriate for many 
parts of the Intermediate Area. Alternative structures, such as decentral- 
ized 'complex tribes' . . . and segmentary societies may prove to fit the 
data better than hierarchical models derived from idealized stages in the 
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cultural evolution of New World state societies." Going still farther in this 
direction, Lange (1992a, p. 11) raises doubts: "What is the archaeological 
and ethnohistorical evidence for chiefdoms, and has their presence been 
overrated? Are 'tribes' and 'chiefdoms' the best way to characterize social 
organization in the Intermediate Area?" He does, however, focus on the 
presence of social hierarchies, elites, and the nature of elite control over 
resources, which are among the central concerns of those who frame their 
research in chiefdom terms. 

Stability 

The whole issue of societal complexity has, for some of those working 
in Central America, become bound up in a sort of inferiority complex about 
the level of development "achieved" by Central American societies com- 
pared to their more "advanced" Mesoamerican neighbors. Lange (1992a) 
is at pains to dispel this aura of inferiority, although by announcing his 
preference to call the Central American glass half-full rather than half- 
empty, he further reinforces the misguided notion of the appropriateness 
of a metaphor that puts twice as much water in the Mesoamerican glass 
as in the Central American. Sheets (1992) also aims to overcome this per- 
ceived inferiority of Central American social development by arguing for 
a stability in Central American societies and a resilience in the face of 
natural disasters that he sees as an advantage over the instability of 
Mesoamerican states. Sheets does not hesitate to characterize Central 
American societies as tribes and chiefdoms, but he views Central America's 
"avoidance" of state development as a great success. Basing himself pri- 
marily on his own work in Costa Rica and E1 Salvador, in regions peri- 
odically devastated by volcanic eruptions (Sheets, 1983; Sheets and McKee, 
1994; Sheets et al., 1991), he sees the more hierarchical and more eco- 
nomically interdependent societies of the Mesoamerican periphery in E1 
Salvador as much more vulnerable and less able to provide for the life, 
liberty, and pursuit of happiness of their citizens. 

Exchange 

The notion that long-distance exchange has much impact on social 
change has both adherents and detractors. Briggs (1989) and Hearne and 
Sharer (1992) have provided fresh information about the spectacular burials 
at Sitio Conte in central Panama, which has long been cited as a dramatic 
example of imported luxury goods, but Cooke and Ranere (1992a, p. 287) 
question the role played by long-distance exchange in the society that pro- 
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duced these interments. "Interaction spheres" and elite exchange networks 
are postulated on the basis of stone mortars with feline imagery (Zeidler, 
1988), rock crystal beads (Bruhns et al ,  1990), Spondylus shell (Zeidler, 
1991), and jade (Lange and Bishop, 1988). Garber et al. (1993), on the 
other hand, argue that jade objects are actually quite rare in Costa Rica 
and not concentrated in especially rich graves; they think more of sporadic, 
irregular, and idiosyncratic contacts with Mesoamerica than of regular elite 
exchanges. Hoopes (1992a, p. 276), however, probably speaks for the ma- 
jority, when he says that "interregional trade and exchange . . . in Lower 
Central America . . . was used to support a complex web of social rela- 
tionships, bolstering insecure hierarchies and cementing relationships be- 
tween groups that might otherwise be in conflict." 

Creamer (1992) uses lithics, ceramics, and faunal remains to recon- 
struct reciprocal exchange providing raw materials over distances of 20 to 
30 km to island communities on Costa Rica's Pacific Coast. The tiny quan- 
tities of materials from longer distances make such exchange seem trivial 
by comparison; Creamer argues that these items arrived through sporadic 
contacts rather than via direct elite exchange. Drolet (1992) sees very dif- 
fuse and decentralized production of commonly used items in the Diquis 
region of eastern Costa Rica, although with the emergence of elites around 
the time of Christ, elaborate goods used as status symbols were produced 
in an increasingly specialized and centralized way. He attributes this to the 
creation of new demand for luxury goods by elites rather than to the al- 
ternative view that makes control over the production of widely used goods 
the economic basis for the emergence of elites. Along similar lines, Taft 
(1993) reconstructs very decentralized production of utilitarian ceramics in 
the Valle de la Plata (near the headwaters of the Magdalena River in Co- 
lombia, see Fig. 1) through a long sequence of chiefdom development, al- 
though more centralized control over this craft may have been established 
late in the sequence. 

Consideration of exchange in the southern part of the Intermediate 
Area is strongly colored by the central Andean fascination with closely 
spaced but widely differing environmental zones at different elevations. In 
the Muisca region of Colombia's Andean Cordillera Oriental (Fig. 1), each 
community directly controlled and exploited the range of environmental 
zones upon which it relied for food (Langebaek, 1987a, I992b; Lleras and 
Langebaek, 1987; Mora, 1993). Exchange between communities involved 
craft goods, and high maize productivity put highland Muisca chiefs at an 
advantage in acquiring cotton and gold for status competition (Langebaek, 
1987a, 1991b, 1992b). Systems of "micro-verticality" in subsistence produc- 
tion also are seen as fundamental to other regions in northern Colombia 
(Langebaek, 1987b), especially the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta (Cfirde- 
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nas, 1988; Groot, 1990) with its elaborate network of roads (Oyuela-Cay- 
cedo, 1990). Vertical economies also are often taken for granted as the 
basis of complex organization in the Alto Magdalena, at the head of Co- 
lombia's Magdalena River (Llanos, 1993, p. 12), Narifio in the southwest 
Colombian Andes (Rappaport, 1988), and the northern and southern high- 
lands of Ecuador (Bruhns, 1989; Buys and Dominguez, 1989; Miller and 
Gill, 1990; Salazar, 1992). 

Agricultural Intensification 

An extensive complex of raised fields was constructed in the Guayas 
Basin of Ecuador's south coast in the Regional Development period (500 
B.C.-500 A.D.) (Marcos, 1987; Martinez, 1987). Maize was evidently at 
least among the crops cultivated (Pearsall, 1987), and both output and labor 
input were, as expected, quite high (Mathewson, 1987; Muse and Quintero, 
1987). Complex social organization depended on this intensive agricultural 
complex (Buys and Muse, 1987; Stemper, 1987, 1988, 1993), but there is 
disagreement about the relationships among population pressure, surplus 
mobilization by elites, and raised-field construction (Mathewson, 1987; 
Muse, 1991; Stemper, 1993). Raised fields in the western Venezuelan Lla- 
nos are attributed by Spencer et aL (1994) to chiefs' desires for increased 
surplus mobilization. A raised-field complex of more than 500,000 ha in 
the Depresidn Momposina, where the Magdalena, Cauca, and San Jorge 
rivers join within 50 km of Colombia's Caribbean coast (Fig. 1), waxes and 
wanes with changes in precipitation levels (Plazas and Falchetti, 1987, 1988, 
1990; Plazas et aL, 1988, 1993). Laborious means of soil enrichment are 
reported for the Pacific coast of Colombia (Stemper and Salgado, 1993) 
and the Araracuara region of the Colombian Amazon (Cavelier et aL, 1990; 
L. E Herrera et aL, 1992; Mora et aL, 1990, 1991). A plethora of forms of 
prehistoric landscape modification to increase agricultural production is 
also known for the highlands of Colombia's cordilleras Oriental and Occi- 
dental (Bernal Ruiz, 1990; Broadbent, 1987; Bray et al., 1987; Herrera et 
al. 1990) and the northern highlands of Ecuador (Knapp and Preston, 
1987). For this last region, Knapp (1988, 1991) provides particularly de- 
tailed information on the technology and its benefits. 

DISCUSSION 

Several national archaeological syntheses have appeared recently for 
Costa Rica (Fonseca, 1992; Gonz~lez and Gonz~ilez, 1992), Colombia 
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(Botiva et al., 1989), and Ecuador (Echeverria, 1988; Marcos, 1988a, 1988b; 
Moreno, 1988; Salazar, 1988b). They provide summaries of archaeological 
sequences either for their respective countries in toto, synthesizing every- 
thing into a single sequence, or region by region for an entire country. 
These perform a useful service, especially in their national contexts, but 
the national synthesis is an awkward task in at least two respects. First, 
such a task binds an author to divide up prehistory according to modern 
political boundaries, which usually cut off discussion in arbitrary and un- 
fortunate places. Second, there is so much variety in sequences of social 
change from one region to the next in the Intermediate Area that fitting 
all regions to a single synthetic sequence requires doing too much violence 
to the information. Even the regions into which a country may be divided 
for such purposes are usually too large to do justice to the small social 
scale of the Intermediate Area. 

The former awkwardness is avoided by attempts to synthesize cultur- 
ally meaningful areas that are larger than single countries, such as lower 
Central America (Lange, 1993), the area of the Chibchoid tradition (Fon- 
seca, 1992-1993) or the Intermediate Area itself (Lange, 1992b). Unfortu- 
nately, in such broader syntheses, the second problem looms even larger. 
It has long been recognized that Intermediate Area polities were of a 
smaller scale than at least the larger Mesoarnerican or Central Andean 
polities, and that "diversity, rather than similarity, is characteristic" of these 
polities and of the sequences of their development, as Lange (1993, p. 315) 
has recently put it. Having recognized this, then, it is backtracking for re- 
cent publications to conclude that, in general across the Intermediate Area, 
agricultural villages were established around 1000 B.C. or greater social 
differentiation (or the Specialized Farming Chiefly Way of Life) emerged 
around 500 A.D. (Fonseca, 1992-1993; Lange, 1992b). These broad gen- 
eralizations bury the more precise and useful observation of wide diversity 
and variation. 

The aims and future directions of archaeological research in the In- 
termediate Area are not often addressed very explicitly. As is to be ex- 
pected, there is both general agreement on some points and wide 
divergence on others. Many (though not all) are willing to echo Lange 
(1993, p. 317) in eschewing issues of diffusion and cultural influence: "The 
most important problems for future research have dearly to do with inter- 
nal development and not external influence." "Questions of regional de- 
velopment now seem to be more significant than the traditional inquiries 
regarding 'Mesoamerica' or 'Intermediate Area' affiliations" (Lange et aL, 
1992, p. 277). Grappling successfully with such "questions of regional de- 
velopment," however, requires conceptual constructs adequate to the task; 
those designed for characterizing external influence and cultural affiliations 
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are not very suitable. Drawing on 1955 theory to conclude that Mesoameri- 
can influence in Lower Central America was not a "site-unit intrusion" but 
rather a "trait-unit intrusion" of the "fusion with dominance of the corre- 
sponding part of the receiving culture" variant (Lange, 1993, pp. 285-305) 
is really to fail to make the conceptual shift called for. 

Rather than concluding that "in Mesoamerica and the Andes, there 
are horizons and traditions, while in Central America there are only tra- 
ditions and no horizons" (Lange, 1993, p. 315), we must go beyond such 
concepts as horizons, traditions, phases, and ceramic types to other more 
useful ones focused not on the material culture evidence of archaeology 
but directly on the characteristics of human societies (cf. Castillo, 1988; 
Uribe, 1987). Such concepts include tribes, complex tribes, big-man socie- 
ties, and chiefdoms, as well as specialization, centralization, competition, 
wealth, prestige, legitimation, adaptation, population pressure, surplus mo- 
bilization, agricultural intensification, and many others. 

Such terms appear with increasing frequency in the literature on the 
Intermediate Area, but much archaeological research fits Hoopes's (1994b, 
p. 5) characterization of Costa Rican archaeology: "Questions of culture 
history remain at the forefront . . . .  The chief methodology is comparative, 
and seeks to understand the relationships between local assemblages and 
larger cultural-historical frameworks." This kind of research is not well di- 
rected to enlighten us about the issues of "regional development" that seem 
most interesting. Apologists for such an approach see it as a necessary first 
step, as Hoopes (1994b, p. 5) goes on to explain, "justified by still limited 
knowledge of the prehistory of this region, especially as compared to 
Mesoamerica and the central Andes. We must understand temporal and 
geographical relationships in detail if we are to address questions about 
culture change, process, symbolism, and adaptation." As Flannery (1973, 
p. 49) pointed out many years ago, however, doing culture history per se 
is not a necessary precursor to reconstructing prehistoric societies. Yes, we 
do need some degree of chronological control. (Just how much depends 
on the task.) No, we do not need a comprehensive delineation of the cul- 
tural affiliations of every ceramic assemblage. 

It is strangely out of sync for Lange et aL (1992, p. xviii) to pose re- 
search objectives thus: "The principal focus was to gain insights into the 
nature of western Pacific Nicaragua. Was it a part of Mesoamerica? Was 
it transitional between Mesoamerica and the Intermediate Area? Was it a 
part of the Intermediate Area?" Nearly 300 pages later, they do conclude 
that other questions are more interesting, but they would have gotten far- 
ther had they cut right to the chase. Creamer and Haas (1985), for example, 
had already directly attacked issues of social organization for an overlap- 
ping region. We might fault Creamer and Haas for the much-discussed limi- 
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tations of a trait-list approach to tribes and chiefdoms or for making too 
much of the mere identification of chiefdoms as a final conclusion (cf. 
Drennan, 1992). But their study was not limited by a lack of information 
about cultural affiliations. It took direct aim on questions about sociopoli- 
tical organization--questions that had clearly different possible alternative 
answers (cf. Castillo, 1988; Fem~indez and Gass6n, 1993)--and it explicitly 
marshalled archaeological evidence to argue for the answers they preferred 
without getting sidetracked by the Intermediate Area's long tradition of 
culture historical studies. 

Understanding "regional development" in the Intermediate Area re- 
quires, not generalizing about Intermediate Area societies, but comparative 
study of different societies or, better yet, different trajectories of social 
change. We need to compare and contrast (as we usually write it when we 
are asking students to do it) regional trajectories of social change. This 
requires comparison of societies or polities, which are not the same things 
as archaeological culture areas. It is by such comparison that we can put 
the diversity of the Intermediate Area to good use. Such comparisons make 
it harder for us to lapse into broad generalizations about the Intermediate 
Area vs. Mesoamerica or the Central Andes because there were in fact 
many societies in Mesoamerica and the Central Andes (in all periods) that 
were more like some societies of the Intermediate Area than they were 
like the large Classic or Middle Horizon states. And such comparisons en- 
able us to generalize more meaningfully because, instead of a sample con- 
sisting of three culture macro-areas, we have dozens, if not hundreds, of 
regional trajectories of sociopolitical change with which to work as we com- 
pare the Guayas Basin, the Alto Magdalena, the Muisca area, the western 
Venezuelan Llanos, central Panama, the Diqufs region, the Arenal region, 
the Tehuac~n Valley, the Valley of Oaxaca, central Morelos, the Casma Val- 
ley, the Santa Valley, the upper Mantaro, etc. 

To accomplish this we will need to know a great deal more about each 
of these regions than what their artifacts look like. Descriptions of artifacts 
will need to be increasingly complemented by serious analytical attention 
to socially meaningful contexts--houses and households, activity areas of 
many kinds, workshops, settlements, and the regional landscapes across 
which the fundamental units of Intermediate Area societies extended. 
Methodologies for dealing with such contexts archaeologically exist, and 
many of them have already been applied to some extent within the Inter- 
mediate Area. One can expect (or at least hope) that a growing intellectual 
interest in questions of prehistoric social change among scholars working 
on the Intermediate Area will be reflected in a corresponding shift in the 
way in which archaeological data are collected and analyzed as well. 
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