NOVEMBER, 1860.

Meeting held at the house of Judge Crnarires P. Dary, 82 Clinton
Place; Tnomss Ewnavx, Esq., Second Vice-President, in the Chair,

Correspondence—~T.etters were read from Baron Gerolt, Prussian
Minister at Washington, achnowledging the receipt of his certificate
af Corresponding Membership,  Irom Dr. Daniel Wilson, University
College, Toronto; irom Dr, Peter Wilson, Cattaragus; from Rev,
Isane Bird, Martford, on Arabic Traets, ete., for circulation in the In
terior of Africa; from Dr. I K. Dille, of Cedarville, Ohio, to Dr.
Duvis, on another enmvious inscribed stone, said to have been found
i a mound near Newark in that State.

Electiva of New Members,—The following gentlemen, recommended
by the Committee on Nominations, were unanimously chosen Corre-
sponding Menibers:—Dr. J. Barnard Davis, Shelton, Staffordshire,
Eugland; Bishop Tayne, of Cape Palmus, Afiieas and Dr. L, I1,
Gulick, of Micronesia.

Lapers.—A Paper * On the Huacas, or Ancient Graveyards, of
Chirigui,” by John F. Bateman, Esq., of Panama, was read by Dr.
Merritt,  Mr, Bateman accempanied Dr. Merritt to Bugaba in 31858,
and afterwards visited many other ancient cemeterics in the provinee
of Chiriqui.

Aceount of a Visit to the Huacas, or Ancient Graveyards of Chirigui ;
by Jomx I'. Bartemay, Esq., of Panama.

The Huaca of Bugabd having been dezeribed at a former meeting of your
Society, I will endeavor to describe to vou Baoguete, The fuace of Bugabd is
situated a Little South of West from the extinct voleane known as E Folean
Boquete §s entered on the east side.  The entrance is between the rivers Cochare
and Caldera. You are on a beautiful platean, or tabledand; and, looking over
the precipice, you sce the rivers, hundy i

eds of feet beneath you, foaming in cas-

cades, to the level of the plains below,  In riding over this

pass, to the rancko,
distant some four miles, following the Ao Caldore, you sce the marks of the

u the round river

stone.  Lwooking scuth froin this elevation, you view
le country, the town of Duesd, and the Pacific Leyond, distant about

forty miles. From the rancho, following the former course, you descend some
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two hundred feet; and, from this onward, the couniry becomes much broken.
Gradually again rising, on the right is the river, and on the left a high table-
land, with its angular sides almost perpendicular.

From the entrance of the pass say six miles the river takes a turn to the
west, In this angle was found the small image of gold which you have seen,
approaching neaver the human face and figure than any other 1 have met with,
This lictle spot, in the bend of the river contained some three hundred of the

cireular huacas; and, although surrounded on three sides by graves of the sane
external appearanee, this is the only one from which gold was tuken, and even
here only in small quantities. The images of stone presented to your Society
by G. M. Totten, Fsq., were from this loeality.

Following the river, you are now behind EY Volean, and within the range of
the Cordilleras; on crossing the river, a short distance above the bend, you
stand upon another Dordeero, containing some twelve acres, its only vecupant
being an Indian, who was in the mountains at the time 1 was there. ‘The
whole elevated portion of this was covered with graves; and so elose were they,
that in excavativg one we would open three or four others. These were all
regalarly-buslt sepulelives: the body having been Jaid on the hard pan or clay,
the sides formed of flut stones, and these covered with Jarge flat stones, many of
which would measure a yard square, ln these graves, and those in the adjoin-
ing forest, which vary in depth from three to four feet, are found the same viver-
stones.  In the foresi ave found additional stones,—qguadrates, of four inehes by
twenty inches in length. These were placed vertically, thiry inches apart,
around the edge of the gquadrangular graves

In this loeality T witnessed the opening of a large grave, about ten feet in depth,
marked by five round pillars of stone, of fourteen inehes in diameter, and from
five to six feet in length—three to four feet of whieh were in the ground.
The pillars were placed to represent a square, with one in the centre. Under
this one, ou the elay, was found a plate of gold, four inches in diameter, and a
small fizure of an ant-eater, No pottery was found in this grave, and this was
the only one in that locality containing gold. Stone hatchets were found here,
but no musical instruments, The pottery was all ewall, and rude in shape and
material. Small basins, standing on three feet, each of which contained a small
pellet of clay. None of the pottery wus cither glazed or puinted.

Leaving this loeality, recrossing the river, and continuing on in a westerly
direction, we found the blackberry just ripening, and the bushes loaded with
this Tuscious frait. Toiling up a steep hill, we cawe upon another Dortrero,
north of E? Volean, ard found the altitude uneemfortably evol at morping and
evening. This spot contains many graves. Following the ridge, and entering
the forest, I was somewhat surprized to find that the altitude of the oak had
been attained: the ground was literally covered with acorns of the previous
year's growth,

After penetrating a mile, the graves I had so long wished to see,—those
srown, and bearing the marks of exireme

marked with piliars of Lazalt, moss
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age, the existence of which we had doubted—were now before us; and, run-
ning in a line some two thousand feet in length north and south, were a number
marked with these pillars,~—some standing four fect above the ground, while
others were nearly or quite out of sight beneath it. On either side nene of
these were to be seen s but, on examination with a bar, the locality proved to be
a large humea. 1 seleeted one which was singnlarly marked, and set the pedns
at work, stripping the whole sarface,

On the south was a large pillar, and, running north and south in a line with
it, were three staller oncs, some thirty inches apart. 1 found in this grave
large quantities of the river-stone, of all sizes; and in excavaring, from the sur-
fuce to the elay, a depth of five feet, T found great quantities of broken pottery,
of a dilferent quality from any I had Lefore seen, 1t was very thick and finely
glazed on both sides.

Suech guantities of thiz would lead 1o the supposition that it was broken and
buried with the body, On reaching the ¢lay, 1 found that two bodies had
been buried here, side by side, the small row of pillars marking it as a doulle
grave; there were o signs of human remains-—ounly the black loamy earth,
showing the original posivion of the body, The pottery was very large and
fragile. Une piece was taken out; an exuact pattern of our pitcher of the pres-
ent day. 1 examined the pillars, and inquired for hierogiyphics, but failed in
obtaining any.  lo San Miguoel, not far from Bugobe

I found one, now in pos-

session of your Soclety, copied from the original. I saw, taken from a grave of
the quadrangular kind, three teeth, a small piece of bone, apparventiy a 1ib. and
three pleces of the skull of & human being, but so fragile that they erumbled at
the touch and by exposure,

One thing I am satisfied of, namely, that the bodies were all placed north and
south. As to the depth of the graves, this is dependent on the locality. The

bedy was always placed on the hard pan or clay, and the distance of this from

the surface regulated the depth. A singularity in the huacas of Bugabd is, that

some of the graves contain gold, and others none.  Some of them contained as
much as three pounds, while others, in cloze vicinity, although containing more
pottery, and that of u hizher order. contained no gold,—the richest graves hav-
ing the least pottery. In one part of this bwial-ground are found figures of
gold probably representing idols, for they bear but little resemblance to the

human face or figure, Others contained figures of the wlligator, shark, jaguar,
and other animals; also arrow-heads and stone batehets, which would lead one
to suppose that this was the burial-place of the warriors, and that their courage
was compared 1o that of the animals found in the graves, lu other portions of
the Zaacas only three plates of gold were fuund, from four to eight inches in di-
ameter, very thin and even in thickness with a finely-finished surface, and a
corrugzated bead on the edge, to preserve the disk, each punctured with two
holes, probably for the purpose of suspending them from the neck of the
wearer,  Whether these were symbinls of office, or were worn for ornament, |
do not pretend to sy, In some of the graves, only one of these plates was
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found. 1Inone we saw a plate and a mill or grinding-stone, besides jars, In
another portion of the field nothing but jars and mills was found,

The grinding-stone, being a piece of household furniture, would lead one to
euppose that only the women were buried there, In all ages of savage life,
women have been the slaves of the men: and the stene on which they had
toiled during lif, grinding their majze for furtillas aud chicka, would be a fitting
emblem to accompany them to the land of their belief,

That the peopls who anciently inhubited this vegion were well acquainted
with the alloying of gold, and its manipulation, their work abundantly attests,
Their figures, although not designed according to our tastes, show a good
knowledge of casting. Most of them ave copied from the four-footed or feath-
ered animals, Firves of the shark, erawfish, and aili
The artisan will se¢ and ackrowledge ereditalle work
and pottery,

tor are quite comnmon,
mauship 1o the figures

The alloying of gold was well understood; and the thin plates before de-
seribied Indicate k1, for no marks of the hamner ave visible, I saw a cupper
figure plated, showing that they had a koowledge of this art.*

Maany sy thay ¢l i

s goldwines ave not far distant frow 1ids place,  Others give

it as their vpinion that the gold and copper came frow Niearagua, I differ from
them.  Twa previens expedition inte the interdor, T exained a large section of
eountry, where copper is found saperficially,  Whether it exists in beds or veins
Tam unable to sy, This place was very much nearer 1o Chirigqul, A roud still
exizts from Chiriqul to Boea del Toro, on the Atluntic side, passable only on foot
in from two te three days, The mives of Belen aud Veraguus have been known
ever sinee the wemorable voyage of Coluubug, in 1504, when he endeavored to
found the first colony at dic mowth of the Rio Eolew, e speaks of large
quantitics of goll in the hands of the ludiuns, The mines ave owned one by
an English and the other by an American company.  The latter are now oper-
ating their mines.  Here is a gold-bearing distrier, distant less than three days’
Journey —a place known from the earliest Listory of this country,—and I think
it not unre

asoualle to suppose that from these places eane all the gold.

Spavizh history tells us that ihe Spaviards found large quantities of gold
mnong the Indians of Penonoma.  This is between Pannma and Chiriqui. To
cross the Cordilleras from this puint was not a journey of wagnitude or hardship
to the Indians, and the fact is yet to b ascertained whetlier the gold eame from
the Pacifie or the Atlantie slope of the Cordilleras, Spanish manuseripts are still

in existence describing mines in this direction, and how to get to them from
Penovnoma,  Operations were stopped by the Governor of the swte of Panama,
whe took all the slaves from the mines, osteusibly to work vn the reads but in
reaiity to work on his hacienda.  As far as I penetrated, there were no ¢ gns of
gold; but the season wi

unpropitions, the streams being swollen by the daily
tropieal rains,  The dry season is the only time to enter the mountains: then it

* It is not improbable that Mr. Bateman is mistaken in this, or uses the word plated in
other than its technical sense,.— Com. on Pub,
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is much cooler, and, without a tent, you can sling your hammoek between two
trees, and sleep where night overtakes you,

A trip into the mountains of this country ie 2 much greater undertaking than
in any part of California which I have ever visited, because tropical growth
impedes every step.  Provisions and tools must be carried on the backs of na-
tives; and, when vou enter the forest, you bid adieu to comfort, and almost to
the light of the sun.

The natives of this region, the half-breedsor Cholos, are capable of great en-
durance, With seventy-five pounds on his back,—held by a strap under each
arm, and another over the forehead,—one of them will travel all day, at such a
gait that it will fatizue the traveller to keep wp with him,

These mountains are now inhabited by tribes of ludians, called Valientes.
They are under the zovernment of two brothers, who were educated by the
Jesuits, They ave capalle of writing and conversing in the Spanish language.
They still retain all the traditions of the conquest, the acts of eruelty and op-
pression of the Spaniards; and, although unfriendly to them, receive one speak-
ing the English langunage as a frieud, on whom they think they can rely to
drive the conquercrs of their forefathers from the land,  Their palengues, or
residences of the Cacigres, are on the Atlantic slope.

The nativez of the Pacific side have a deeided aversion to the Falientes of
Chirigui Viejo; nnd, if they ave to Le Lelieved, they will shoot an intruder of
their territory at first sight,  For this information coneerning the Valientes I am
indelted to a native of David, who for several years earried the mail between
David and Boca del Toro. e also informed me that, on the trail between these
two points. there was a very large boulder, covered with hicroglyphies, and
also large kuacas, with the graves marked with pillars of stone.

Dr. Torrey, referring to Mr, Bateman’s paper, observed that the
absence of oreanic remains in the Awacas was not necessarily an evi-
dence of their high autiquity, since water charged with carbonie acid
dissolves phusphate of lime, the principal constituent of bones, in a
very few vears, When the cemetery connected with the old Briek
Chureh, at the intersection of Nassan street and Park Row, was re-
moved a few years ago, the graves were all carcfully excavated, but
the very skeletons of the dead had disappeared.  All the earth was
sifted, and vet only a few fragments of bones were recovered, not-
withstanding that the oldest burial did not go back more than 80
years. The conditions and constituents of the soil had much to do
with the duration of organic remaivs deposited in it. Dr. Torrey
also remurked that he had never seen any evideuce of soldering in
any metallic relics in America, and that he could vot satisfy himsclt
of the means by which the gold plates were produced. He was sure

G
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there was no vitrified glazing on any of the pottery, and that the
colors used on thenmy were never burnt in, as they easily rub off when
~moistened.

Mr. Squiek regarded the fact of the rapid decay of human re-
mains in the carth, under certain conditions, particularly in the case
attested by Dr. Torrey, as equally interesting and important to
antiquaries. In certaln parts of Eungland, nearly perfeet skeletons
had been taken from British barrows, antedating the Roman conquest,
But few and very [ragmentary bones had been found in the Western
mounds, exeept those of the modern or existing Indians, who often
buried in these monuds, and whese remains have been often confounded
with those of the mound-builders proper.  Tn all the mounds exea-
vated by Do Davis and bimself, iu the N
single entire skall, demonstrably of the era of the mound itself, had

ippl valley, but a

been discovered. Its preservation was due to peculiar conditions,
which were set forth in tall in the dacicat Monwupirnts of the Missis-
sippt Valley, published by the Smithsonian Institution. Probably

none of the numerous skulls exhibited in muscums as those of the

mound-builders are really such, although not iimprobably taken from

the mounds.  As regards what is called glazing in pottery, Mr. Squier
remarked. he had seen nothing answering to it in the modern sense
of the terin. inany of the aucient pottery of this continent. Some
specimens that he had seen hid Leon well-burng, and others had a very
fine polish, produced by rubbing them with vaviods piginents over a
fire, or by simoking them over burning piteh-pine. He had specimens in
kis collection from Honduras, very elaborately painted with varions
colors, appurently in oil; at any rate the coloring could not be re-
moved by water. Some had been exeavated from aucient deposi-
tories, where they had been buried for an indefinitely long period,
but which retained their colors, probably in all their pristine brilliancy.
The

azainst sulphurie acid ; but that on modern imitations, of which most

alazing or polish on the tiree anclent Pernvian pottery is proof

cotlections are made up, gives way at ones under the acid

Further discussion of these points took place between Drs, Davis

and Merritt and My, Cotheal, tu the course of which it was mentioned

that Mr. Bateman’s cllsction of golden articles from Chivigui, ex-

hibited at the October mecting, had been purchascd by Mr. Robert

tewart, of New York, for lds private cabinet, The thanks of the
3





