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THE NEW GOLD DISCOVERIES
ON THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA.

BY F. M. OTIS, M.D,,
ITESTOE OF TAL STLANEEIF “ NOEFS TLATLHE™

Toery this period in which we live msy be
coantid the Age of Gold. The time seems to Lave
arrived when the riches of all the earth ar= o be
disclored and ylelded up. Tum where we will
the golden mountain wooes us to dolve into its
nant bowels, or the golden river (o wash out ite
vellow sands, :

The last, though ﬁrhnps"nut the Jeust intorests
ing, of the great gold discoveries of this
covering sge, has just ocrurred on the lsthmus of
Panama. On a day in the latter part of June lasg
a native of Hegalita—a smail town in the district
of Bogueron, in the provines of Chirigui {New
Granads)—while wandering throush the fores in
the vicinity of his cabin, encoantered & tree which
had wen prestrated by a recent temnpest, and une
derneath its upturned roots he espied a small
earthen jar. Upon examination this proved te
contuin, wrapped In swething of half- decayed
cloth, divers iougres of curious and funtastic shape,
and of so vellow and shining a matal that he at
ofice suspected them to be pud, Knowing bimself
to be in the midst of an ancient Indian ** Husca,"
ot burialground, be [mmedistely commenced an
explorstion of the littls burial meunds which wem
on every side, very shrewdly suspecting that they
also might contain treasares of a like character.
The resalt was, that in & very short time {three of
four days) be succeeded in exhuming no less than
seventy-fine pounds’ weight of these imagen,® Not
exactly eeufident, however, of the quality and
value of the metal, he disclosed to his nelghe
bors Lis discovery; aud in less than a fortnight
over & thousand people wers at work, havi
dug up *more than nine srrvbas’™ (225 pn-lmﬁ
welght) of images, most of which proved 1o be of
the fuest gold. This is ihe substance of the in-
formaticn, in regand to the discovery of these an-
cient relics, brought to the City of Manama by twe
aatives of Bugalita, who substantiated their state.
ments by h-ln!m!‘-:l':n with them, in their canos,
seventy-five pounds’ weight of goldm images for
sale. They also reported ihat there had lieen se
great sxcitement among the Inhabitants for many
miles around the huacas, that towns and fourish-
ing estates wers wholly desarted: and that, in
consequence of 80 t and u ted an influx
into that region, thore had v coma to ba &
great dearth of provisions, and that censiderable
suffering had been the conseqosnce.

The reports of the natives were confirmed by
many letiers received by parties in Panams from
the City of David, the eapital of the provines of
Chlriqui, which is distant sbust thirty miles from
Bugslita, and two leagues distant from the Pacifie

Among thewe was ope (o the Governor of
Panama from the Governor of Chirigui, in which
he stated that considerably more than £100,000
worth of images had Leen taken upj that over four
thousand graves had been rifled ; and that as there
worg innumerable graves in the viciniy sl an-
touched, there was little doubst Lut that immenss
weulth woold be eventually realized therefrom.
That portion of the tressure which had been re-
crived at Panama eonsisted of small inmages of guld,
which had evidently first Lesn cast in clay moukls,
and afterward barwmered to the requisite dezree of
smoothness, The workmanship of many exhildted
no littls mechanics] ingenuity wnd skill. Quoite n
large proportion wers of virgin gold, whils othera
varled in pority from {illesn to twenty carats fine,
owing undoalitedly to the avtiticors belng ignerant
of the nrt of separating the faser metals From the
gold In its native state. The most frequent alloy
was of copper. o size these images varied from
three pennyweighta to six conces—repressnting
wild beasts, binda, flah, reptiles, spd semi-human
moosters hideous to the last cegree; in verv many,
if mot all the graves were founed thres plates of
gold, from three to twelve inches in dimmetsr,
sach plerced near the cenire by two holes. The
sccompanving shelehes were drawn with care
from the originuls in the possesson of Messra.
ey 0f the Freneh bazar in the elty of Panamn,
wh courteonsly olfured every convenlence and fue
cility for their execution. Dut little refiable in-
formation could Le guthersd as to the coudition in
which the graves aml their contenta were found,
except that on the left hand side of every grave,
looking toward the East, wers the jars contsining
one or more goldem images. It s reserved for
sore intellizent visitor to that interesting region
to olserve and commuuitate to the sdentitie world
any data which may tend to throw Hght opon the
probatle antiquity of these sepulchral remains,
That they date back to & very early perivd thore
eeems but little doubt, not only fiom the fact that
the present Indiun tribes of Centrul Ameriea have
no knowledge  of these huacas which abound
throughout the whale eountry, nor of the art of
waking the images which are found therein, but

" in the ** History of New Granads,” by Colonel Joa-

* A large memier of these fmares are on exhiliiien
st Messrs a3, Eiack, & Us's, coroer Drosdway sod
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GOLDEN IMAGES FOUND IN INDIAN GRAVES IN THE PROVINCE OF CHIRIQUI, NEW GRANADA,

chim Acosta, mention is made of s discovery by
the Spaniards as far back as the Gfteenth century
of similar troasures at Zenu, in the Province of
Antiochia, New Granada. After speaking of the
discovery of thariches in the Indian burial-grounds
at Zenu, the historian proceeds with the following
description: * The cemetery of Zenu wuit com-
posed of an indefinite number of mounds of earth,
vome of a conical form and others more or less
square.  Whan an Indiaun died it was the castom
to dig a hole eapable of containing his arms and

awels, which were placed on thd bt hand vide of

s grave, boking toward the east, and avonmid these
were placed earthen vases containing ebicks and
other fermented drinks; alse Indian corn and
stones to pound the sama; also his wives and
slaves (if be was a prineipal man), which lust
thoroughly intoxicated themselves previoualy to
their interment ; and then the whole was covered
over with & species of red earth brought from a
distance. Then the mourning commenced, which
lasted aslong asthere remained any thing to drink,
and in the mean whils the mourners continned 10
throw earth opon the grave; thuos it was elevated
:mﬂi'!:;tuthe ahility of the individeal or family
1o provide a greater or less quantity of liquer. . . .
Jewels of gold in large or small quantities were
found in all the tombe. In some were golden fig-
ures represcuting every class of animals from mas
to the ont, and sometimes In amount to the valoe

of ten, twenty, and even thirty thousand dollars.”
It appears not improbable from the above ex-
tract that the mode of Indian burial at the time
of the Conquest was almost if not quite identieal
with that of those recently discovered ; so that
these relics may not date more than four or five
hundred years anterior to the present day. In ap-
pearance, however, they are sufliciently antique to
have been the handiwork of old Tubal Cain him-
gelf.  The immense quantity of golden ornaments
in the possession of the people whose sepulehres
are now being so unceremonionsly ransacked would
lead us to believe in the existence of rich mines
of the precions metal o this vicloity, It is ssid
that the Spsniards formerly worked several ex-
eoedingly rich gold mines vear the anclent city of
Cartajo in the sdjoining provinee, but that the bos-
tility of the Indians compelled them to alandon
both the mines and the city ; and notwithstanding
that many efforts have since beon made to discov-
er the site of the city and its mines, they are still
ankncwn. These recent discoveries of gold will
undoubiadly induce fresh exploration, and may
soon lead to the discovery of aurifercus deposiis
of great value.

The disirict of Bogueron, In which the huacas
now being spened are sitnated, is between B2° and
B3® west longitude, and 8° and §° north lafitude,
and aboat 150 miles southwest of the city of Pan-
sma.





